 Eliminate the Blind Spot by Adjusting Side View Mirrors

There are more than 600,000 lane change/merge accidents in the United States annually, with over 200 fatalities. 60% of drivers causing the crash say they didn't see the other vehicle. Looking over your shoulder when merging or changing lanes takes your eyes off the road for 100 feet.

Readjusting the outside rearview mirrors will help to minimize the blind spots in coupe & sedan vehicles.  This does not necessarily apply to larger vehicles and trucks, i.e. sport utility vehicles, sport/cargo vans, Hummers, or vehicles towing a trailer.

AAA and the National Safety Council suggest drivers use these simple

techniques:

   Rotate mirrors 15 degrees outward. Typically, drivers set outside

   mirrors to view the sides of the car. Turn the field of view of each

   outside mirror outward from their current location.

   Adjust for maximum view. With your head against the driver's side

   window, set your outside mirror to see the side of the car. Once this is

   set, move to the center and turn the passenger side mirror so that you

   can just see the side of your car from the center of the vehicle.

   Test the adjustment - All three mirrors will work in harmony with one

   another.  From the normal driving position, watch a car as it passes.

   It will appear, as usual, in the inside rear-view mirror above the dash,

   but the instant the car leaves your field of vision from the rear-view

   mirror, the outside mirror picks it up.  See the sketch below.

Blind zones won't be completely eliminated, but none that remain will be large enough to hide a vehicle.  A brief glance will enable you to view objects in the mirrors while leaving the forward scene in your view, but it is still recommended to look over your shoulder as an extra precaution..

It will take some time to get used to the new mirror position, but you'll be rewarded with a new view in driving that will improve your safety and comfort.

